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In our ahistorical age, it may seem a paradox, or an old fool’s paradise, to state that the 
reading, or even the casual scanning, of sets of collected papers is more likely to enrich our 
current work than any feverish leafing through the latest periodicals, or any breathless running 
around from one conference to another. The masters had more varied ideas than are remem- 
bered in later accounts of their work. 
Paradoxically again, the rapid advance of mathematics sifts the men from the boys faster 
than ever before. Mediocre mathematics falls by the wayside, like a fragile building in an air 
raid. and only the sturdy edifices remain. Lastly, the joust of fashion. now intensified like 
everything else, leads to the victorious comeback of ideas that some of us thought had been 
buried forever. 
Looking at Emmy Noether’s collected papers, for example, we are struck by the timeliness 
of some papers that our teachers had advised us to skip. Her elaboration of Hentzelt’s thesis is 
once again the talk of the town. Her work on differential invariants is no less timely, now that 
we realize that the algebra of differentiation is no less important than the analysis. Her papers 
on classical invariant theory make up a good half of her published work, and even her thesis, 
written at Gordan’s suggestion, bears careful scrutiny. It is rumored that the author had a low 
opinion of this work of hers. Will she turn in her grave when some nice young man rewrites it 
in the jargon of our day? The papers that made her name a household word at St. Algebra’s 
arc the least interesting; such are the wages of success. 
At last van den Waerden has allowed the publisher to string together in book form the long 
series of papers on algebraic geometry that throughout his life he had been publishing in 
careful linear order. Now that we are toilet trained in commutative algebra, we can fancy 
ourselves as playing Heldentenor, and read them without sudden panics. Again, the more 
timely are the papers which only twenty-live years ago would have been poo-pooed, those on 
elimination theory, on the Schubert calculus and on special topics (we are again living an age 
of the special, which manages to survive specialization). 
Harish-Chandra is a special case. With him, harmonic analysis has come of age, in a 
monument aere perennius. Pattern recognition ? Image processing? Filtering through noise? 
Big words in the world of big bucks, problems clamoring for solution, and fast. The know- 
nothings of computer science will be surprised to learn, as we predict. that the solutions to 
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these “practical” problems are more likely to come from the work of the Harish-Chandras, 
than in pointless Mickey-Mouse animations on which the Federal Government is wasting its 
millions. All we need now is a team of gifted middlemen, trained in the latest techniques of 
jungle warfare, that will carry the message where it is most needed. 
Littlewood’s collected papers turn out to be a shorter set, after Hardy’s seven volumes. The 
papers of the two English mathematicians are similar in spirit, they both write with the 
attention to detail that is characteristic of British mathematics in this Century. Despite the 
fact that some of the papers are superseded by later work, one still reads the originals with 
interest. and often with pleasure. Strangely, one does not feel the need for working out details 
on a separate piece of paper. Is it the author’s mastery that makes the reading painless? 
Dynkin’s collection of papers on Markov processes still reads fresh and lively, despite the 
research they stimulated, which normally would make them obsolete. 
Magnus’s works display a coherence and unity that makes them a delight to read. We 
watched with ill-concealed impatience the grand finale, together with the demise, of finite 
groups, so that combinatorial group theory would at last be granted an equal place in the sun. 
Well. the time has finally come. 
Bore1 is a severe master. His cut-the-nonsense style is more educational than a graduate 
education, and his papers are closest to our times in spirit as well as in content. 
Whatever libraries do in their disheveled rush to cut costs, they should stock these and all 
other sets of collected papers. A university library is a symbol of permanence, and there is no 
clearer such symbol than a monument of the past that, far from being dead, is what keeps us 
alive and hoping. 
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